Due December 10th.
Each question already has an answer posted by professor. Please write supporting-point responses and counterpoint responses to these answers. Choose 6 of the answers to write supporting-point response, then choose another 6 answers to write counterpoint responses. *Do not directly write answers to the questions. *Do not write more than one response to the same answer. There’s no words limit for each response, but you need to show your thinking and effort.
Q1: Should vaccines be paid for and mandated by the government?
Vaccines are one of science's greatest discoveries for it allowed the human species to avoid diseases that would otherwise kill whoever had said disease. Today it costs people money to get vaccines, whether they have insurance or not. Uninsured people have to pay more but insured people still need to pay regardless
Many people, mostly uninsured, don't get vaccines because they can't afford them. To vaccinate a baby, as of 2014, is nearly $2,200 and is almost surely more today as it is nearly 2019. Flu vaccines are around $40, which is a yearly cost. People who can't afford to have these vaccines are more susceptible to catching these illnesses and spreading it to others which leads to more people in the hospital and potentially dying, which hurts the economy.
Should the government pay for vaccines and make it so everyone, except for people who are unable to receive vaccines due to health issues, religious reasons, or other issues, is required to get vaccines?
A: Mandated by government
Vaccines are essential for the health of a nation. They are not expensive to make. Polio, Titenus, Hepatitis-B, Hepatitis-c are dangerous disease. If these vaccines are given for free by government to children, the future generation of our nation will be much healthier. They can work more, spend more and generate more GDP for the country. The economy will be benefitted. That's why vaccines should be mandated by government. 

Q2: How do seasonal industries (such as Halloween stores) stay in business, if they are only open for a month or two a year?
How do seasonal stores stay in business if they are only open for a limited time? Do you think they make enough money during the few months they are open to last them throughout the year and allow them to reopen the following year?
A: The people who work there probably have other jobs
I couldn't imagine a store such as Halloween store could pay so much money that a month or two of work could pay a person for a whole year's worth of work. People who work those jobs probably have a full-time job on top of that elsewhere throughout the rest of the year so they can afford to make a living.

Q3: Why is parking so expensive at UIUC?
I bought a parking pass last year when I was a freshman and it was well over $300 for the year.  I know at many apartments it is $50 plus per month to park.  Why do you think parking is expensive?  Is it just because people are taking advantage of students who need a place to park, or can you think of any other possible reasons parking prices are so high at UIUC?
A: law of supply and demand
Parking is limited. That means that there is a low supply of parking lots and spots available for student use. That means the equilibrium price is going to be much higher because the demand appears to be pretty high as well. They can charge high prices because there is nowhere else we can park our cars and many students that have cars want them on campus.

Q4: What makes Apple products so successful?
It has been more than a decade since the Apple became one of the biggest names in the technology industry. To some consumers, Apple products in the recent years have been known for their outrageously high price, with questionable features that may have challenged their users convenience, like the removal of headphone jacks since the Iphone 7, or the absence of certain ports like HDMI or USB 3.0 in the Macbook Pro. Consumers would then have to purchase extra dongles or port adapters, which result in them spending more and more money. So what makes the majority of consumers to choose their products over other brands? What is Apple economical strategy to their success?
A: Extremely user friendly devices
By designing their UI to be best suited for all levels of users, Apple has dominated the phone and computer industry for several years now. Compared to companies like Android that most definitely have better hardware, Apple's software is more appealing in terms of aesthetic and looks. With all this demand for their products, Apple is free to bump up the prices for their newer models and accessories and exponentially increase their wealth. This formula has been working for them since the first iPhone came out and it shows no signs of stopping soon.

Q5: Will Netflix, Youtube, and other online media services cause the downfall of cable television?
How will online media services such as Netflix, Youtube, Hulu, etc., affect cable TV in the long run? Will TV eventually fail and cease to exist? What will happen to cable companies? What can these companies do to prevent this?
A: Netflix will rule the world
think this is very similar to the situation going down with online shopping vs. the mall. It's all about the convenience. Shopping online has become easier than setting aside time to drive to the nearest mall and shop that way. Similarly, with Netflix, Hulu, Xfinity online, people really only use actual TV for live sporting events or the news. As soon as those become constantly available online, I believe cable tv, along with those companies, will be no more. I do think that online companies will begin hiring more because the demand will increase, but overall I think it will put a lot of people out of jobs.

Q6: Am I going to create a shortage for my Christmas Trees with my Christmas in July Promotion?
I run a Christmas tree farm. My peak season is Thanksgiving-Christmas Day.  But let's say I appeal to people who love horiculture and want to offer a promotion in July to promote a Christmas Tree being in their home during the Hallmark Channel's Promotion Christmas in July Moviethon. The question I am wondering if I am going to create a shortage for myself for later in the year since once you chop a down--it is gone and it takes many years to grow another one in its place. How can I determine how much I should hold back in my inventory in July so I can make sure that a storage does not happen later in year?
A: Yes, you will; but that is not a bad thing.
You will definitely have a shortage of trees later in the year.  But, this is not necessarily a bad thing, if you are able to increase the price of your trees at the end of the year and still sell most of them.  The increase in price will actually increase your total revenue from selling trees.

Q7: Can expensive products still be considered inferior goods?
Can expensive products ever be considered inferior goods?
For instance, consider the example we discussed in class: abortions.  The procedure to get an abortion done is a very expensive. It follows that for anyone to even consider getting an abortion, they would need to have significant financial means. So how can it ever be considered an inferior good if you already have to be in a state of relative wealth to obtain it in the first place?
A: Sometimes it can be.
First I want to answer the question in the second paragraph. In my opinion, when someone is already pregnant, there is only two choices: to get an abortion or raising the child. So even if someone' income is very low, she must make a choice between getting an abortion and raising the child, and there isn't a third choice. Therefore, getting an abortion is actually the cheapest among all the choices. Then according to the lecture, abortion is an inferior good.

Q8: How should the United States fix the problem of the low salary of teachers?
Considering how most teachers in the US are very underpaid and deserve more, how can the United States, possibly the government, fix this problem? It is true that some teachers are better than others but the average salary of a teacher (not a starting position) is under 60,000 dollars. The average starting salary of a teacher is under 40,000 dollars. Keep in mind that every teacher is required to have a bachelor's degree in order to work and most people who go to college require student loans. Considering the high cost of getting a bachelor's degree, how is a teacher supposed to pay off their student loans in a reasonable amount of time?
A: Alter the budget
There are only two ways that teachers could be payed more money, the first of which would be to increase taxes. This would work as it would bring more revenue into the government, which means that they could spend more money funding education and teachers. The other way that this goal could be accomplished would be to adjust the budget. The government would have to reduce spending in one area so that they could increase the funding for education. This method would be good as it would meant that teachers would get paid more and there would be no increase in taxes to accomplish it. However, the money would have to come from somewhere, which means that something that the government has in the budget would receive less money. I think that the way that they should do it is to adjust the budget and not to increase taxes as people would likely not be on board to do that. However, teachers and children's education are surely more important than a lot of other things that we are spending money on.

Q9: Will electric cars completely replace gasoline cars in the future?
Recently in our society, more and more car companies begin to develop electric cars. Will electric cars completely replace gasoline cars in the future? 
A: It depends on the price of gasoline
If the price of gasoline increases, then electric cars will likely replace internal combustion engines.  But, if the price of gasoline remains low, then electric cars will continue to be a small niche market.

Q10: How effective do you think the Tobacco-Free Campus policy will be? How would it affect the number of smokers or tobacco-products users?
On October 3rd, to strengthen our commitment of promoting healthy lifestyle, Chancellor Jones announced his plan of making our campus completely smoke tobacco-free, starting August 2019. This means that all forms of tobacco, including but not limiting to chewing tobacco, snuff, snus and dissolvable forms such as orbs and strips, and vaping devices like e-cigarettes and juules will be banned. The policy does not apply to just students but also faculty, students and visitors. Though, I can't help but to wonder whether this policy will be effective or not? Will this make the number of people smoking or using tobacco related products decrease, stays the same, or even increase?
A: People will stop smoking as a result
The ban will incentive many people who currently smoke around campus to stop smoking; hence, it will create a more healthy environment to everyone.

Q11: How will Artificial Intelligence drive future economics?
AI is a technology that has not yet branched out and affected the public to the full potential it is currently in. But in the future AI will start to take over multiple industries simultaneously and increase production at a very high rate. Technological singularity can revolutionize the past methods used to provide services and products. AI can change the way we predict stock markets itself. So how will it affect future economics and would it be stifled to maintain our current course in economics?   
 Source:  https://www.forbes.com/sites/louiscolumbus/2017/06/22/artificial-intelligence-will-enable-38-profit-gains-by-2035/#746803121969
A: Good question.  Clearly, the result of AI (and automation in general), would be to destroy economic jobs, since capital is always cheaper than labor in the long run.  If cars drive themselves, then taxi drivers lose their jobs, no?

Q12: What could be the impact of UIUC offering free tuition for first year and transfer students for the rest of the student body?
Starting next year, UIUC is offering free tuition for any first year or transfer student that has a family income of $61,000 or less. The student must also be an Illinois resident. The program is called Illinois Commitment, and the idea is that attending UIUC is more achievable for middle-income families. The idea is great for those who may not have had the financial ability to attend the University, but what does this mean for students that are already enrolled at UIUC and/or have a family income over $61,000?
What sort of effects can occur for UIUC students that are not eligible for this program?
 Source:  https://wgntv.com/2018/08/27/university-of-illinois-announces-free-tuition-for-income-qualified-students/
A: The answer to this question depends on whether the University is creating new student positions with the new program, or simply replacing positions that could have been taken by a tuition-paying student.  If the University is simply adding new student seats, then the program would really have no effect on other students not eligible for the free tuition program.

Q13: Should UIUC students get charged for printing?
The price of attending college is rising every year. The upfront cost of this university for the 2018-2019 school year ranges from $31,012-$58,144, depending on many factors. if you're from Illinois, school will be considerable cheaper as to if you were an international student, generally speaking. If the university wants to comprise, should the university give each students 10 free prints a week & charge for every print after the 10? Or should the university just stop charging the students completely and offer free printing for all students?
 Source:  https://admissions.illinois.edu/Invest/tuition
A: No, the University should continue to charge for printing.  Most work these days could be done digitally; hence the University probably charges for printing not so much to cover the cost but simply to discourage students from printing, and instead use their digital options; which the University offers for free.
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